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In the News
Foreign Service Institute ushers in new director

Ambassador Dan Smith gives remarks after being sworn in by Deputy
Secretary of State John Sullivan as the 21st director of the Foreign
Service Institute. 								
Photo by Heidi Howland

By Heidi Howland

Heidi Howland is deputy editor of State
Magazine.

Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan administered the oath of office during the swearingin of Ambassador Dan Smith as the 21st director of the Foreign Service Institute (FSI), Oct.
26. Sullivan gave remarks about Smith’s service and dedication to the Department, as well as
Secretary Michael Pompeo’s commitment to and vision for FSI.
During his remarks, Sullivan enumerated reasons why Smith is the right candidate to healm
FSI. “[He] believes that the rich knowledge and expertise of all our employees must undergird
our mission of advancing America’s interests and values abroad,” said Sullivan. “Secretary
Pompeo [has] relied on Dan in many different situations for his guidance [and] his judgment,
and I have in particular been rewarded by relying on him in so many different circumstances
for his judgment in difficult situations.”
After taking the oath of office, Smith gave remarks to an audience that included
ambassadors, members of the Senate, and his wife and son. He emphasized the importance
of FSI, and the role it plays in providing Department employees the tools they need to carry
out the Department’s mission and serve the American people. “The Foreign Service Institute
is a tremendous asset for the entire foreign affairs community,” said Smith. “Both Secretary
Pompeo and Deputy Secretary Sullivan have made crystal clear their strong support for
training and professional development and have recognized the critical role that FSI will play
in ensuring we provide all of our employees with the knowledge and skills they will need to
carry out our vital mission on behalf of the American people.”
As the new director of FSI, Smith acknowledges the need to lead by the vision of “one team,
one mission, one future.”
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In the News
Amplifying Ethiopian voices for tolerance

Click to watch video

The winning video of the “Our Ethiopia” video competition underscores
the beauty of tolerance and diversity.
Video by Joseph Ebongo

By Li Ping Lo and Nick Barnett

Li Ping Lo is the cultural affairs officer at
Embassy Addis Ababa. Nick Barnett is the
information officer at Embassy Addis Ababa.

Ethiopia is a diverse country with more than 80 ethnic groups within its population of
100 million people. Recent political change in the country, while overwhelmingly hopeful
and positive, has been accompanied by societal rifts and rising ethnic tension. In response to
these challenges, the public affairs team at Embassy Addis Ababa launched its annual video
competition under the theme “Our Ethiopia” to spark constructive conversations among
Ethiopians about their visions for tolerance and the value of diversity.
The embassy received more than 200 submissions in response. Some videos highlighted
the idea that many Ethiopians can trace their family histories, and their own identities, to
multiple ethnicities. Others used creative analogies—such as cooking doro wat, a widely
known national dish—to show that diverse ingredients are essential to creating a worthwhile
outcome. The winning video showed that when people come together and play off one
another’s strengths, they can overcome otherwise insurmountable challenges. This theme is
highly relevant as Ethiopia pursues an array of political and economic reforms outlined by its
new leadership.
At the awards ceremony, U.S. Ambassador Michael Raynor encouraged Ethiopians to set
their country on the course they want to see, to uphold Ethiopia’s long history of diversity
and tolerance, and to take democracy from aspiration to practice. Then Ethiopian Minister
of Culture Fozia Amin, who attended the ceremony, requested copies of the winning
submissions to use in the Ethiopian government’s public outreach. The winning videos have
been featured prominently on Ethiopian national television to an audience of millions. They
have also been viewed hundreds of thousands of times on Embassy Addis Ababa’s social media
platforms, where they continue to generate thoughtful and constructive conversation.
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In the News
Embassy Beijing celebrates 10 years of air monitoring

U.S. Ambassador to China Terry Branstad welcomes participants
to the annual Environmental, Health, Science, and Technology
(ESTH) conference.									 Photo by Wu Tao

By Alexander Yuan and Matt Flannes

Alexander Yuan is an ESTH officer. Matt
Flannes is a consular officer.

U.S. Ambassador to China Terry Branstad inaugurated the installation of two new air
quality monitors at Embassy Beijing, Oct. 16, updating the monitors that were installed at the
embassy 10 years ago.
Branstad’s ribbon cutting anchored a week-long schedule of events at Embassy Beijing,
commemorating the 10th anniversary of the embassy’s air monitoring program. Included in
the events was the Department’s first air monitor maintenance course, which provided skills
training to American and local staff from 12 U.S. Embassies and Consulates to help them
select, maintain and install their own air monitors.
In addition, Embassy Beijing held a regional Environment, Science, Technology and
Health (ESTH) conference. Branstad highlighted how U.S. leadership addresses air pollution
by opening a panel discussion on air quality monitoring with local and American experts.
Embassy employees who installed the first air monitors 10 years ago and local environmental
NGO leaders were also part of the discussion.
Social media outreach on the installation of the embassy’s new air monitors reached an
estimated 22 million Chinese citizens within 24 hours. The wide circulation and popularity of
the subject suggests Chinese citizens place a high priority on monitoring air pollution, and are
aware of the U.S. Embassy’s role in China’s progress—2017 was the cleanest year on record in
China for particle air pollution—and the challenges that remain in addressing air pollution.
Branstad noted that data from the embassy’s air monitors provide real-time information
that helps protect the health and safety of U.S. Embassy employees, their families, American
citizens in China and others. “You can take pride in the enduring legacy that all of you are
now part of,” said Branstad.
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In the News
MED vaccination course enhances professional development

Department of State overseas nurses and providers demonstrate
phlebotomy skills at the 2018 MED vaccine seminar in Washington,
D.C., Nov. 7–8.
							
Photo by Heidi Howland

By Tammy Young

Tammy Young is a medical provider and
director of overseas nurses in the Bureau of
Medical Services.
Return

The Bureau of Medical Services’ (MED) mission statement contains a pledge to safeguard
and promote the health and well-being of America’s diplomatic community, both in the U.S.
and overseas. With an assortment of infectious diseases regularly cropping up around the globe,
MED’s Travel Medicine and Vaccination Program is a key component of that mission. To help
diminish the risk of certain infections, it is important that the medical community provide
evidence-based information about the efficacy and safety of vaccines and vaccine administration.
Thus, many of MED’s overseas nurses and providers attended the National Foundation of
Infectious Diseases (NFID) clinical vaccinology course, Nov. 9–10. The course, held in the
Washington, D.C., area, was open to all medical professionals interested in learning more
about vaccines. MED’s nurses and providers know that vaccine administration is one of
the most important responsibilities in the Health Unit (HU). Posts understand the value of
maintaining skills and increasing knowledge about vaccines, and are highly supportive of this
educational training for their medical staff.
Along with the NFID course, MED hosted a two-day, precourse vaccine seminar for more
than 100 locally employed staff (LES) nurses and providers. The seminar primarily focused
on vaccine issues seen at the Department of State and in overseas HUs. The agenda for the
seminar included both didactic sessions and interactive skills training. Expert speakers from
MED presented on topics that included: common vaccine issues in HUs; Travel Clinic
updates; quality management and documentation issues; managing anxiety and other special
needs when administering vaccines to children; vaccine administration; and laboratory skills.
The seminar allowed overseas nurses and providers to share best practices and to converse with
MED’s leadership team in Washington. It was a unique opportunity that not only benefits the
nurses and providers, but also the entire Department of State community.
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Passport Services and the Hilton Passport Project

Employees from Consular Affairs and Hilton Hotels and Resorts
celebrate a successful Travel and Adventure Show in Los Angeles. At
the show, Hilton staff provided free passport photos, and Consular
Affairs accepted passport applications. Photo by Andrés Rodríguez

By Andrés Rodríguez

Andrés Rodríguez is an analyst in the Office of
Community Relations for Passport Services.

The Office of Passport Services in the Bureau of Consular Affairs has worked closely with
Hilton Hotels and Resorts on the Hilton Passport Project marketing campaign. Official U.S.
passport data shows that approximately 58 percent of U.S. citizens do not have passports.
The goal of Hilton’s campaign is to inspire travel and encourage the public to apply for
passports through a series of Passport Project events.
The campaign launched in August 2017 with an event in New York City that drew
attention from national media, travel influencers and bloggers. Over the next six months,
Passport Project events—staffed with employees from Passport Services—were held in
Chicago, Cleveland and San Francisco. The events offered official passport information
and complimentary passport photos at Hilton properties and at Chicago O’Hare Airport.
Each of the events provided attendees with an interactive travel display designed to inspire
international travel.
This year’s Passport Project events allowed the public to submit passport applications
with close coordination and support from passport agencies in Los Angeles; Stamford,
Connecticut; Dallas and New York City. In addition to applying for a passport at the events,
attendees were offered hair and makeup assistance before having their passport photos taken.
Reactions from attendees were overwhelmingly positive, and many people applauded the
collaboration of private and public entities. The campaign ended in September with a final
event in New York City where Meghan Markle’s wedding makeup artist, Daniel Martin, gave
makeup assistance for attendees getting passport photos.
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Embassy Kigali boosts Rwandan peacekeeping capabilities

Ambassador Peter H. Vrooman hands over nearly $600,000 of
peacekeeping equipment to the Rwanda National Police at the
Gishari Police Training School in September.
Photo courtesy of Rwanda National Police

By Jeremy Jewett

Jeremy Jewett is the deputy public affairs officer
at Embassy Kigali.

Rwanda is a small country—the size of Massachusetts with a population roughly the same as
Illinois—but it plays a large role in international peacekeeping. This central African country is
one of the leading contributors of peacekeeping personnel around the world each year, which
makes strengthening Rwanda’s ability to keep the peace a top mission priority for Embassy Kigali.
In September, U.S. Ambassador Peter H. Vrooman gave medical equipment and vehicles
valued at more than $500,000 to the Rwanda National Police training school. This Bureau
of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs contribution is part of a broader
investment in regional peace and security. African Peacekeeping Rapid Response Partnership
trainers worked alongside Rwandan instructors this summer to train 450 police officers bound
for a United Nations mission in the Central African Republic. Another round of high-demand
skills trainings in 2019 will allow additional Rwandan forces to gain experience with the actual
equipment used in conflict zones around the world, including where Rwandan forces are
currently active, such as Haiti and Sudan.
The Department of Defense is making complementary investments in Rwanda’s military
peacekeeping capabilities as well. In August, U.S. Army Africa and the Rwanda Defence
Force hosted Shared Accord 18, a command post exercise and medical readiness training
that centered on improving interoperability and the protection of civilians, linking defense
officers from 15 different countries. In October, three new USG-funded English language
learning laboratories opened to better train Rwanda Defence Force personnel for peacesupport operations and international assignments. By building these types of programs and
partnerships, Embassy Kigali is advancing U.S. interests by preparing a partner who is ready,
willing and able to serve important peacekeeping roles in Africa and around the world.
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TechWomen exchange program empowers women in STEM

TechWomen participants work on an action plan to address a socioeconomic challenge in their home country.
Photo courtesy of the Institute of International Education

By Rasheeda Clements

Rasheeda Clements is a public affairs specialist
in the Office of Public Affairs and Strategic
Communications in the Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs.

TechWomen, a Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs mentorship and cultural
exchange program launched in 2011, has brought 100 international women to the U.S. to
learn from prominent women in the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM)
fields. The program participants hail from developing countries in Africa, Central Asia and
the Middle East and are recognized for their achievements and potential to impact the next
generation of STEM leaders. The emerging leaders are mentored by some of the most talented
women at notable science and tech companies in the San Francisco Bay area, including
Adobe, Autodesk, Google, LinkedIn and PayPal, among others.
After spending five weeks in the Bay area engaging in professional development workshops
and networking events, the participants convene in Washington, D.C., for special events and
meetings with U.S. government and private sector STEM experts. Through mentorship and
exchange, TechWomen strengthens the participants’ professional capacity, connects them with
a network of industry experts and expands girls’ interest in STEM careers by exposing them to
female role models. As part of the program’s commitment to inspiring the next generation of
women and girls in STEM fields, the participants create action plans to implement after they
return to their home countries.
TechWomen supports the United States’ global commitment toward advancing the
rights and participation of women and girls around the world by enabling them to reach
their full potential in the tech industry. Over the past seven years, more than 500 women
from various countries have participated in the program. The emerging leaders and
mentors have built lasting connections, ensuring the sustainability of mutually beneficial
relationships established by mentors and program participants.
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Office of Public Engagement
Sharing diplomacy’s impact at home
By Irina Karmanova

T

he Department of State works daily to advance national security, promote America’s economic interests, provide
passport and visa services, and reaffirm America’s exceptional role in the world. Nearly 25,000 Department
employees serve the country and execute foreign policy priorities to promote democratic values and the
advancement of a free, peaceful and more prosperous world.
Tasked with communicating this work and its impact to the American people is the Bureau of Public Affairs’ Office
of Public Engagement (PA/OPE). PA/OPE connects the Department to domestic audiences by directly engaging with
the American public to explain the Department’s policies and priorities at home and abroad. With limited resources,
PA/OPE staff manages a diverse array of programs designed to start conversations about the value of diplomacy and its
tangible and measurable impact on Americans.
The PA/OPE Stateside Speakers program enlists outstanding entry- to mid-level Foreign Service officers to visit
and engage with underserved communities across the United States through targeted outreach activities and events.
Since launching this spring, the Stateside Speakers program has reached more than 2,000 people in Tennessee, Alaska,
Mississippi, North Dakota, Arkansas, Nebraska and Wyoming.
“At every engagement, residents
expressed sincere appreciation for the
Department’s outreach,” said Stateside
Speaker Sandy Jacobs of the Bureau of
International Information Programs
in Fargo, North Dakota. “A common
theme was an understanding of military
mission, but a lack of information on
the Department of State mission. All
engagements yielded interest in Foreign
and Civil Service careers, internships
and exchange opportunities, and a better
understanding of how the Department of
State serves citizens.” | Cont. |
Office of Public Engagement staff hold up a U.S. map in the C Street lobby of HST.
Photo by Patrick Johnson
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Another PA/OPE program, Hometown Diplomats,
also helps to engage the American public. In
this program, Department employees establish
and maintain important relationships with local
communities. People volunteer their time during trips
to their hometown and speak to local organizations,
media outlets and elected officials, as well as at high
schools, colleges and universities. This year, the
program welcomed 100 new Hometown Diplomats.
PA/OPE also interacts with students through
a partnership with DreamWakers, an education
nonprofit that links classrooms to careers. Through
Hometown Diplomat Phillip Assis, an information officer at
this partnership, Department employees connect
Embassy Tunisia, meets with students from Concordia College in
Moorhead, Minn.
						
State Department photo
with students in underserved fourth- to 12th-grade
classrooms nationwide in order to illuminate careers in
foreign affairs and to inspire and encourage students to plan for their futures.
PA/OPE helps the Department have a presence on college campuses through the Foreign Affairs Campus
Coordinator program. Former Department of State interns serve as student contacts on college campuses across
the nation. Using their interest in foreign policy and knowledge of their campus community, the students
conduct various outreach events on their campus. This year, the program welcomed 46 new campus coordinators
at 34 schools across the country.
Other ways that PA/OPE engages American civil society is through briefings, conferences and outreach
programming and events in Washington, D.C., and around the country. PA/OPE hosts thousands of visitors from
all sectors of American society at the Department in
Washington, D.C., each year. This summer, PA/OPE
hosted 22 in-house events with 3,814 participants.
Increasing the public’s awareness of foreign policy
priorities is one of the goals of PA/OPE programming.
The Foreign Policy Classroom series allows students
and faculty to attend a foreign policy briefing at the
Department of State in Washington, D.C., on topics
ranging from U.S.-China relations to U.S. efforts to
defeat ISIS. PA/OPE also hosts nearly 200 students
for the Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Foreign Affairs Conference each year, which provides
Ambassador Joseph Macmanus meets with Chicago Council on
students with relevant information on U.S. foreign
Global Affairs Emerging Leaders program participants.
policy priorities and Department careers. | Cont. |
Photo by Irina Karmanova
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In addition, PA/OPE hosts the Bureau of Public Affairs’
Citizen Diplomacy Award, an annual award that
recognizes American citizens and organizations that
are leading efforts to renew and strengthen important
relationships that span the globe.
For those Americans unable to travel to
Washington, D.C., or connect with a diplomat
travelling to local communities, PA/OPE uses virtual
platforms to engage with the American public.
Americans looking to broaden their understanding of
the functions of the Department and its key foreign
policy priorities can request a Skype chat with a
Department expert. These conversations typically last Students share a lighter moment during the 2018 Historically
an hour and encourage a two-way dialogue with time Black Colleges and Universities Foreign Affairs Conference.
Photo courtesy of the Office of Public Engagement
for questions from the participants.
Regional and functional bureaus in the Department
of State also collaborate with and benefit from the Office of Public Engagement. PA/OPE works with bureaus
on major initiatives and events. Bureaus looking to reach a domestic audience quickly and efficiently can request
a stakeholder conference call to discuss a foreign policy topic with an audience of think-tank representatives,
university faculty, diaspora groups and others.
PA/OPE also manages the State by State Map—an interactive tool that showcases the ways that
Department programs and services benefit American communities. To promote the map, PA/OPE recently
launched a new DipNote blog series called #State4States, which highlights specific Department programs in
and connections to each U.S. state. The series underscores the Department’s impact on Americans and shows
how the Department—in partnership with agencies across the federal government—creates millions of jobs
for American workers by opening markets, eliminating trade barriers and attracting foreign investments.
Additionally, it emphasizes the exchange programs that promote cross-cultural awareness, and partnerships
that help to combat the opioid crisis in America.
PA/OPE is a unique office that serves as a bridge between the Department and the American people. Connect
with PA/OPE, and help tell others about the world of diplomacy. For more information, follow @EngageState,
and check out the conversation at #EngageAmerica and #State4States.
Irina Karmanova is a public affairs specialist in the Office of Public Engagement in the Bureau of Public Affairs.
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Spreading Hope
American leadership and generosity
saves lives in battle against HIV
By Ambassador Deborah L. Birx

T

his year, in marking World AIDS Day on Dec. 1, I am brought
back to 2003 when I worked in Kericho, Kenya. At that time,
people living with HIV who were too sick to make the journey
on foot were carried by their loved ones in wheelbarrows to the
local hospital. The matrons who oversaw the nursing staff met them at
the hospital gates and, one by one, they were turned away. The matrons
had nothing with which to help them, no medicine and no hope.
Fifteen years ago, HIV was on the verge of wiping out an entire
generation. At that time, an HIV diagnosis was a death sentence in
much of the developing world. Entire families and communities were
falling ill. The disease was ripping apart the very fabric of societies, as
mothers, fathers, pastors, teachers, doctors and nurses died. Most of
the prior gains in global health and development were being lost.
In 2003, President George W. Bush delivered a State of
the Union Address that set in motion a way to turn the
tide against this devastating disease. “Tonight I propose the
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief—a work of mercy beyond
all current international efforts to help the people of Africa,”
Bush stated. The U.S. Congress acted swiftly and passed the
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief ’s (PEPFAR)
authorizing legislation with strong bipartisan support less
than four months later. | Cont. | 

| 1 of 4 |

12/2018 | State Magazine

| Spreading Hope

Over the past 37 years, the HIV pandemic
has devastated countries and communities
around the world. However, during the
last 15 years, PEPFAR has transformed
the global AIDS response. Through the
American people’s generosity, PEPFAR has
saved more than 16 million lives, prevented
millions of HIV infections and brought the
world closer than ever to controlling the
HIV pandemic—community by community,
country by country.
PEPFAR’s investments have strengthened
the systems that drive effective, efficient
A PEPFAR-supported couple hold their HIV-negative baby in Nigeria.
and sustainable health care provisions. The
Photo courtesy of USAID
program has helped to train more than
250,000 health care workers to deliver and
improve HIV care and other health services, creating a lasting infrastructure that enables partner countries
to confront current and future health challenges. Last year, PEPFAR invested nearly $600 million on
horizontal, above-site health systems strengthening, including nearly $100 million for laboratory systems
ensuring the platform of health security.
PEPFAR’s efforts have improved the ability of countries with sizable HIV burdens to quickly
address other outbreaks, such as Ebola, avian flu and cholera, ultimately enhancing global health
security. Through PEPFAR, the U.S. government is advancing global health by working with
partners to help countries reach development goals that promote common interests and values,
reinforce stability in key regions, boost U.S. economic opportunities and establish conditions for a
more secure and prosperous world.
PEPFAR has defined the core elements of successful HIV prevention and treatment programming.
First, strong partnerships must be made with governments and communities at all levels. Also key is
the rapid development and implementation of core policies that maximize the impact of investments.
Quarterly analysis of data and program implementation are important to ensure partner performance and
accountability. Finally, the close engagement of faith and community leaders is needed to increase HIV
awareness and provide supportive services.
From PEPFAR’s outset, the Department of State has driven and coordinated these efforts, from the
leadership of the chiefs of missions around the world to the unwavering support of secretaries of state
back home. PEPFAR is situated at the intersection of development and diplomacy, leveraging the unique
experience and expertise that exists across the Department. | Cont. | 
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In September, on the margins of the United Nations General
Assembly, Secretary Michael Pompeo released the 2018
Progress Report on the PEPFAR Strategy for Accelerating
HIV/AIDS Epidemic Control (2017-2020) which the
Trump Administration had launched one year earlier. The
report shows the significant strides taken in the first year of
the strategy’s implementation. Up to 13 high-HIV-burden
countries are on pace to control their HIV epidemic by 2020.
The report also details that many more of the 53 countries
supported by PEPFAR could achieve epidemic control by 2020
if they accelerate their efforts and focus resources and policies
to ensure access to HIV prevention and treatment services for
those most in need.
There are many examples that demonstrate this goal is
possible. With PEPFAR support, Namibia has reduced its
adult HIV incidence rate by 50 percent in the past five years.
Eswatini nearly halved its HIV incidence rate between 2011
and 2016. Lesotho, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe have
A primary school student attends a PEPFARsupported HIV-awareness session in Cambodia.
each reduced their HIV incidence rate by more than half
					Photo courtesy of Peace Corps
compared with 2003 estimates.
The success of PEPFAR extends well beyond
Africa. In both Ukraine and Haiti, annual new
HIV infections have fallen by 30 percent since
PEPFAR began its support. Yearly, new HIV
infections in Cambodia are below 1,000—70
percent lower than when PEPFAR started its
work there.
The work to control the pandemic is not finished.
Millions of people who are most vulnerable still
need access to lifesaving HIV prevention and
treatment services. The virus continues to transcend
national borders, ages, genders and at-risk groups.
On some level, it affects everyone.
PEPFAR has invested more than $80 billion in the A man receives a PEPFAR-supported rapid HIV test in Kazakhstan.
								Photo courtesy of PSI Central Asia
global AIDS response, the largest commitment made
by any nation to address a single disease. | Cont. | 
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The program has shown that U.S. foreign
assistance can have the desired impact when
every resource is carefully directed to where
the greatest effect can be achieved and data
are continually used to measure and improve
program performance. Remarkable results
are possible through foreign assistance when
countries and communities work together and
are firmly committed to transparency, efficiency
and impact.
Now, when I return to Kericho, Kenya—
or visit other countries around the world that
PEPFAR is proud to support—I see hope and
life where death and despair once prevailed. I
see a generation that could have been lost, but is
instead thriving and building a brighter future.
Ambassador Deborah L. Birx is the U.S. global
AIDS coordinator and U.S. special representative for
global health diplomacy.

A mother and her baby await PEPFAR-supported prevention of
mother-to-child transmission services in the Dominican Republic.
											 Photo by Wendy Tactuk

Nelly’s Story

Click to watch video

When Nelly Tsindori, a young woman in
Kakamega, Kenya, first found out she was
HIV-positive in 1995, she was devastated.
Without access to HIV treatment, counseling
or support, Nelly did not know where to turn.
After her husband died, his family forced Nelly
to leave their home because they feared she
would spread HIV.
Nelly lived in fear of stigma for nearly a
decade until, in 2005, she was connected
with a PEPFAR-supported clinic. She
immediately began HIV treatment and
discovered that it was safe for her to get
pregnant. She worked with a counselor to
prevent HIV transmission to her baby.
For the past ten years, Nelly has worked as
a counselor in the same clinic where she first
found PEPFAR’s support. She advises other
HIV-positive women on how to stay healthy
and deliver HIV-negative children. Since Nelly
has taken on this role, no child has been born
HIV-positive at the clinic. Nelly’s daughter,
Charity, is a thriving young girl with dreams of
becoming a doctor one day.
| 4 of 4 |
12/2018 | State Magazine

Innovative Partnerships
Combating violence against indigenous women and girls
By Stephanie Mulhern Ogorzalek Photos courtesy of the Government of Mexico

I

n early October, government and indigenous civil society representatives from the United States,
Canada and Mexico gathered in Mexico City for the third meeting of the Trilateral Working
Group on Violence Against Indigenous Women and Girls (TWG). The TWG serves as an
innovative model to bring together people with diverse perspectives and expertise from across
the U.S. government, including the Departments of State, Justice and the Interior. The shared goal
is to identify best practices on preventing and responding to gender-based violence and identifying
areas for future policy and programmatic interventions.
The TWG has enabled indigenous advocates to exchange ideas with one another and provide
recommendations directly to their governments. During the third meeting of the TWG, participants
not only identified several issues on which the three countries have made progress, but also discussed
ongoing challenges. Some of the ongoing issues include teaching indigenous women to understand
and advocate for their human rights, improving law enforcement engagement with indigenous
communities, and increasing indigenous women’s access to economic opportunities. | Cont. | 

| 1 of 4 |
12/2018 | State Magazine

| Innovative Partnerships
Opening photo: Indigenous advocates from the U.S., Canada and Mexico celebrate a successful Trilateral Working Group meeting.

Other challenges that the participants discussed included strengthening data collection on
disappearances and violence against indigenous women, and engaging men and boys to prevent
violence against indigenous women.
Indigenous women participants from each country underscored that lack of access to justice for victims
of violence is a human rights violation. Promoting respect for human rights at the community level helps
members of indigenous communities better understand their rights and access justice. Mexico’s Sonora State
data shows the importance of this issue. In 2018, there were 372 cases in Mexico’s Sonora State in which
women requested restraining orders against male partners. Despite 18 percent of the population in Sonora
being indigenous, only two of the cases involved indigenous women, possibly indicating that indigenous
persons underreport threats of violence. In an effort to increase awareness in indigenous communities,
Mexico employed 229 case advisors through a public defender’s office, providing free legal services for
indigenous women. To further increase awareness, EQUIS Justicia Para Las Mujeres, a human rights
organization in the Yucatan, launched a pilot project that selected 30 women to work with local
community networks and provide training on women’s rights. Indigenous women who successfully
seek justice often inspire other survivors in their communities to do the same, so the project aims to
help increase reporting.
During the TWG, indigenous women identified high levels of threats and violence against female
activists as a continuing challenge. To combat this challenge, Sonora established mobile units that visit
communities every few months to raise awareness of violence and provide legal and psychological services
to victims. However, the mobile units were not immune to threats.
| Cont. |

Indigenous women from Canada, Mexico and the U.S. discuss the empowerment of indigenous girls and youth.

| 2 of 4 |
12/2018 | State Magazine

| Innovative Partnerships

Members of the community occasionally threaten the mobile units with
physical violence due to the perception that they are upsetting traditional
gender norms. While the EQUIS Justicia program is a success in many
ways—all 30 women graduated and began a train-the-trainer system
to educate more women to become community advocates—it also
underscores remaining challenges.
Prior experiences with law enforcement officials also influence whether
a woman feels comfortable reporting her experience of violence to
authorities. According to a representative from the Mexican Institute for
Women, police in Mexico had difficulties enforcing restraining orders and
sometimes lacked specialized training on proper handling of sexual assault
cases. Indigenous advocates from Canada agree that negative interactions
with a law enforcement officer potentially deter a woman from reporting
Office of Global Women’s Issues Senior Policy Advisor
an instance of future violence. When local law enforcement does not
Stephanie Ogorzalek meets with Mexican indigenous womunderstand indigenous customs or use indigenous language, it amplifies
en advocates.
low levels of trust. All of these factors contribute to a culture in which
indigenous female survivors of violence may not feel empowered to use
the formal criminal justice system.
A key issue raised throughout the TWG was economic independence and empowerment for
indigenous women experiencing situations of violence. Gaining access to business financing,
entrepreneurship support networks and mentorship opportunities
have historically been a challenge for indigenous women in the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico. In Mexico, indigenous women have historically
struggled to retain access to property due to legal restrictions. The
Mexican constitution permits indigenous communities a high degree
of self-governance. In order to preserve ancestral lands, women who
marry men from outside their communities are no longer entitled to
these lands. Women from all three countries highlighted the need for
all governments to do more to protect all women, and particularly
indigenous women, from sexual harassment and discrimination in the
workplace.
Participants from Canada and the United States highlighted the
need for more data collection on violence against indigenous women
U.S. indigenous advocates share their perspecand cases of missing women. In 2016, Canadian indigenous women
tives with the group during the Trilateral Working
mobilized to garner government attention on the high number of
Group meeting.
missing indigenous persons. The communities collected evidence on
| Cont. |
more than 600 cases that detailed the extent of the crisis.
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As a result, the Canadian government set
up the National Inquiry into Murdered
and Missing Indigenous Women. The
inquiry is now in the process of collecting
survivor testimonies and evidence from
expert indigenous women. The Canadian
participants determined that more data
collection could also help them demonstrate
the existence of, and need to address, high
levels of poverty, low levels of education and
lack of access to housing. U.S. attorneys
participating in the delegation emphasized
the need for improved data collection in the
A participant speaks to the delegation at the third meeting of
United States, especially on missing persons.
the Trilateral Working Group on Violence Against Indigenous
The U.S. indigenous participants agreed
Women and Girls.
that lack of data collection and awareness on
missing and disappeared indigenous women
was an issue that had yet to receive sufficient resources.
Finally, all three delegations echoed the importance of engaging men and boys to combat
violence against indigenous women and girls. The U.S. participants detailed the work that
indigenous communities, with support from the U.S. government, are beginning to do on this
issue. In Canada, a series of roundtables on engaging men and boys through their Moose Hide
Campaign has recently begun, and a series of national conversations on gender equality and youth
will launch soon.
The third TWG meeting highlighted the importance of sharing best practices, identifying
ongoing challenges and coordinating with trilateral working groups addressing related issues. The
TWG plans to meet again in the fall of 2019, a meeting that will likely be hosted by the United
States. The Departments of State, Justice and the Interior will work together to identify priorities
to address in next year’s discussion, to begin addressing gaps identified this year and to explore
ways in which the TWG can join forces with related trilateral efforts. As this year’s 16 Days of
Activism to End Gender-Based Violence concludes, the TWG serves as an example for ways in
which interagency stakeholders can join forces to bolster their common efforts to end all forms of
gender-based violence.
Stephanie Mulhern Ogorzalek serves as a senior policy advisor in the Office of Global Women’s Issues.
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Career Accelerator
VSFS boosts opportunities for Department and students
By Nora Dempsey and Bridget Roddy

I

n 2009, the Bureau of Information Resource
Management’s Office of eDiplomacy established
what is now known as the Virtual Student Federal
Service (VSFS), which quickly became a wellknown and popular program for students interested in the
federal government. VSFS offers federal agency colleagues the
opportunity to collaborate remotely with U.S. university students.
Managed by the Department of State, VSFS is improving the
collective digital capability of federal agencies. VSFS is an ingenious
and valuable program of the federal government.
VSFS is an accelerator for the work of agency offices in Washington,
D.C., and around the world. Although the program began as the Virtual
Student Foreign Service, VSFS changed its name during its ninth year.
VSFS now stands for the Virtual Student Federal Service, though the
Department of State is still where it is headquartered and the biggest
beneficiary of student digital interns. Of the 1,300 digital intern positions
advertised this year, more than half were for projects in Department of
State offices, both domestic and international. VSFS is a solution not
only for federal government agencies but also for hundreds of universities
searching for meaningful internship projects for their students. From
Concordia College in Minnesota to The Citadel in South Carolina, VSFS
projects have become a preferred source of internship credit requirements
at colleges and universities across the country. Students appreciate the real
work that VSFS internships provide. “I love my internship because I can
see the direct impact of my projects,” stated Smithsonian VSFS intern
Sabre Moore. | Cont. |
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Kira Clarke, a junior at Florida State University and VSFS intern,
researches the economic environment in Zambia as part of the
Scramble for Africa project with the Department of Defense.
Photo by Darren De La Cruz and Juvair Andrew

VSFS is not only flexible—serving a variety of
purposes—but also free. For some project mentors,
such as Dominique Ramirez from the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA), students contribute skills
and perspectives that make a considerable impact.
Impressed by his previous VSFS interns, Ramirez and
the VA increased their team of digital interns to 155
this year. As the team of interns expanded, Ramirez
created an organization strategy and enabled some
of the interns to take on management roles. Ramirez
created separate departments of interns, each managed
by a virtual intern department head. One student, who
stood out during the interview process, serves as the
executive officer of this large team of digital interns.
Together, Ramirez and the 155 digital interns are
contributing to the creation of multimedia content for
VA’s main online communication platforms, keeping a
monthly audience of 2.25 million people informed.
Other federal agencies and offices look to VSFS
to engage interns to amplify messages that will reach
U.S. students at campuses across the country and
American exchange students at international campuses.
The Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration
(PRM) was among the first to employ VSFS interns
to spread their messaging. PRM’s Syria humanitarian
assistance team collaborated with No Lost Generation
(NLG) to mobilize a network of student groups on
campuses nationwide to raise awareness about the
education, protection and future of young people
affected by refugee crises. Through the NLG Student
Initiative, students share the stories of refugees to
fellow students, in a way that encourages students to
participate in relief efforts. | Cont. |
| 2 of 3 |
12/2018 | State Magazine

| Career Accelerator

Digital interns contribute to projects that impact
people locally and globally, and VSFS interns benefit
greatly from their experiences with VSFS. The
Environmental Protection Agency Region 10 team
in the Pacific Northwest selected an environmental
science student intern to code and publicize data
to improve the public’s understanding of the
quality of their waters. The project will
help federal, state and local government
regulators make better decisions about how
to protect water quality. In addition to possible
course credit, VSFS offers unique internship
experiences and resources. For its VSFS interns,
the U.S. Forest Service coordinates monthly online
seminars on relevant topics, such as resume writing
and interview skills.
In many countries, the idea of citizen students
working collaboratively and remotely with
government offices is unorthodox, yet more people
around the world are looking for ways to work with
their governments online. VSFS has been invited to
participate in numerous forums around the United
States, and most recently was selected by the Open
Government Partnership to present at the Summit
in Tbilisi, Georgia. The VSFS team was approached
by both government and student leaders eager to
explore possible partnerships or sister programs.
VSFS continues to grow, with more projects
submitted and more students applying each year.
To learn more, visit the VSFS project site, or email
the VSFS team at VSFS@state.gov. VSFS helps
offices government-wide to fast-forward their
digital productivity.
Nora Dempsey is a senior advisor for
innovation. Bridget Roddy is the Virtual
Student Federal Service coordinator.

VSFS intern Emma Browning interacts with families at an EducationUSA
workshop during her in-person internship at the U.S. Embassy in Japan.
Photo courtesy of Embassy Tokyo

Miranda Franklin-Wall, a VSFS intern with the American Center in
Asmara, Eritrea, volunteers with Eritrean and Sudanese refugees.
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Uzbekistan
A burgeoning central player in Central Asia
By Megan Connelly
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Opening photo: The sun sets over Bukhara, Uzbekistan.

U

zbekistan is at the heart of the Silk Road, the halfway point along
the ancient trade routes between Europe and Asia. The city streets
that are now a swarm of white sedans were once the stomping
grounds of Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan and Amir Temur.
After centuries of tribes and transience, commerce and culture, Uzbekistan
entered a 25-year period of post-Soviet stagnation under President Islam
Karimov’s authoritarian state. Karimov favored isolationism when it came
to foreign policy; he made few foreign visits and heavily regulated NGOs in
Uzbekistan. In 2016, there were only seven embassies representing Western
countries in the capital city of Tashkent. After Karimov’s death in September 2016, Shavkat Mirziyoyev became the second president and ushered in
| Cont. |
an era of transformation for the country.

From left: USAID Deputy Assistant Administrator Javier Piedra, USAID Mission Director Chris
Edwards, Deputy Prime Minister Nodir Otajonov, Chargé d’Affaires Alan Meltzer and Almaty
Consul General Eric Meyer meet with Uzbek business owners at USAID’s eighth annual
Central Asia Trade Forum in Tashkent in October.
Photo courtesy of Embassy Tashkent
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Mirziyoyev has continued his predecessor’s
emphasis on the importance of education
and the study of foreign languages as an avenue for strengthening
the country. Mirziyoyev has expanded efforts to improve education. The U.S. Embassy
in Tashkent has been
an eager associate in solidifying partnerships
between universities,
bringing in American
From Left: President Mirziyoyev meets with U.S. Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross. Photo courtesy of Embassy Tashkent professors and experts,
and improving STEM
education. This fall, the
government of Uzbekistan registered the first American NGO in the country in more than a decade. For the current academic year, Embassy Tashkent
has quadrupled the number of American instructors teaching English in Uzbek schools and has reintroduced a number of previously banned educational programs. | Cont. |

A panoramic view shows the Minâra-i
Kalân in the center of the Po-i-Kalyan
complex in Bukhara, Uzbekistan. 		
						 Photo by Yulia_B
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In addition to his efforts in education, Mirziyoyev has made progress in the arena of foreign
relations. Situated at the heart of Central Asia,
Uzbekistan is the only C5 country to border all
four of the other Central Asian states, and Mirziyoyev’s signature foreign policy emphasizes the
importance of maintaining good neighbors. In
less than two years in office, he has paid official
visits to every Central Asian leader and has in
turn hosted them all in Tashkent. When crossing
the border into the neighboring -stans countries,
there is evidence of this shift, as seen in the enormous murals of Mirziyoyev shaking hands with
the leader of the host country. In addition, Mirziyoyev has worked hard to integrate Afghanistan into Central Asia’s regional architecture.
Good relations with its neighbors are important
for the region, as Uzbekistan holds a vital stake
in the regional economy. It is the largest electricity producer in Central Asia and has been a
main supplier of electricity to Afghanistan since
2002. It is the second largest natural gas producer
in Central Asia, and its agricultural products are
known for their quality and diversity.
Not only is Mirziyoyev interested in good relations with Uzbekistan’s immediate neighbors,
but also with the United States. In May, he visited the White House at the invitation of President
Donald Trump. During the visit, 12 Memoranda
of Understanding were signed to promote security and law enforcement, economic growth and
trade, education, science and other areas of bilateral cooperation. | Cont. |
A dayereh is a traditional medium-sized frame drum with
jingles, used to accompany both popular and classical
music in Uzbekistan.
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Tashkent Public Affairs Officer John Brown answers an interview question on live Uzbek TV at the Uzbek Ministry of Foreign Affairs Food and Cultural Festival in June.
Photo courtesy of Embassy Tashkent

Uzbekistan is also focused on attracting U.S.
investment, evidenced by the October visit of
U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross to the
country, as well as the recent opening of the
first of six Kentucky Fried Chicken franchises
slated for Tashkent.
This sense of an unsealed Uzbekistan is palpable throughout the country. In 2017, 24 percent
more tourists visited Uzbekistan than the previous year. The number of tourism companies and
guides is rapidly increasing in all of the historical
cities of Uzbekistan, and e-visas and direct flights
to major cities allow tourists easier access to the
country. Modern, high-speed trains grant faster
and affordable access to Samarkand and Bukhara
| Cont. |
from Tashkent.

A young Uzbek girl reads in a library, benefiting from Uzbekistan’s expanded efforts to
increase educational opportunities for students. Photo courtesy of Embassy Tashkent
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Even with the rapidly increasing tourism and
influence from beyond its borders, the soul of
Uzbekistan remains intact. Women still wear the
vibrant ikat and adras patterns of their forebears,
donkey-pulled carts still compete for space on the
road, and artists in Fergana Valley still hand paint
threads of silk into patterns that are woven into
scarves. Uzbek neighborhoods, or mahallas, come
alive after dark in the summer—when the blistering heat has subsided—and children play soccer
in the dusty roads long into the summer evening.
Uzbekistan sits at the crossroads of the past and
future. The neighborhood bazaars sell everything
from severed chicken heads to iPhones to laundry
detergent scooped and sold by the kilo. In Tashkent, SUVs share the road with old Soviet sedans.
The capital bustles with locals and tourists, frequenting trendy new coffee shops and sharing the
walkways with shepherds and flocks of sheep.
Megan Connelly is a community liaison office
co-coordinator at Embassy Tashkent.
Locals sell sweets, nuts and dried fruit at an Uzbek bazaar
in old Bukhara town.

Uzbekistan At A Glance

| 6 of 7 | 
12/2018 | State Magazine

PP ststof the
ofMonth
the| Uzbekistan
Month
At a Glance

Uzbekistan

UZBEKISTAN

Capital:
Tashkent (Toshkent)
Government Type:
presidential republic;
highly authoritarian
Area:
447,400 sq km
Population:
29,748,859 (July 2017
est.)
Religions:
Muslim 88% (mostly
Sunni), Eastern Orthodox
9%, other 3%
Ethnic groups:
Uzbek 80%, Russian
5.5%, Tajik 5%, Kazakh
3%, Karakalpak 2.5%,
Tatar 1.5%, other 2.5%
(1996 est.)
Languages:
Uzbek (official) 74.3%,
Russian 14.2%, Tajik
4.4%, other 7.1%
note: in the
Karakalpakstan Republic,
both the Karakalpak
language and Uzbek
have official status

Aral
Sea

Exports (commodities):
energy products, cotton,
gold, mineral fertilizers,
ferrous and nonferrous
metals, textiles, foodstuffs,
machinery, automobiles
Export partners:
Switzerland 38.7%,
China 15.5%, Russia
10.7%, Turkey 8.6%,
Kazakhstan 7.7%,
Afghanistan 4.7% (2017)
Imports (commodities):
machinery and equipment,
foodstuffs, chemicals,
ferrous and nonferrous
metals
Import partners:
China 23.7%, Russia
22.5%, Kazakhstan
10.7%, South Korea
9.8%, Turkey 5.8%,
Germany 5.6% (2017)
Currency:
Uzbekistani soum (UZS)

Aral
Sea
historic
extent
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Lending a Hand
Uganda programs improve the lives of refugees
Story and photos by Zachary Blackburn

B

eing forced from your home and fearing for the safety of your family is
a crisis no one wants to think about, let alone experience. Yet more than
one million South Sudanese have faced this dire reality since their newly
formed country erupted into civil war in 2013. Interethnic conflict
continues to cause massive suffering and displacement in many places around
the world. According to the U.N. State of Food Security and Nutrition Report,
60 percent of the 821 million people facing hunger in the world in 2017 lived
in countries affected by conflict. In fact, conflict is the number one driver of the
current increase in global food insecurity. Together with the increasing number
of climate-related shocks, conflict is making it more difficult to attain the
Sustainable Development Goals’ key objective: ending hunger by 2030.
The United States remains the largest provider of humanitarian assistance
globally, including aid to refugees and internally displaced persons. In
fiscal year 2018, the U.S. provided more than $8 billion in humanitarian
assistance worldwide. In an effort to improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of this assistance, the U.S. coordinates closely with other donor countries.
This multilateral collaboration includes participation in the Food Assistance
Convention (FAC), a group of 16 donor countries that work together to
improve global food security by coordinating emergency responses and
sharing best practices. | Cont. | 

The verdant hills of Uganda are a prized agricultural resource. Photo by Chris Nener
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In June, an interagency team traveled to northern Uganda
with 12 other delegates from seven FAC member countries
and the EU, to witness the plight of South Sudanese
refugees. The goal was to assess the assistance of the U.S.
and partner countries and determine ways to increase the
impact of the assistance. In Uganda, the U.S. government
has provided more than $277 million in the past 18 months
to protect refugees and provide life-saving food, water and
healthcare assistance. The interagency trip focused on efforts
to empower refugees and help them build a livelihood for
themselves and their families to reduce reliance on long-term
assistance. By building resilience at the household level, the
programs work to give refugees skills they need to better cope
with recurrent conflict and drought.
The government and people of Uganda have hosted
refugees from South Sudan and other neighboring countries
for decades, providing the right to employment and the
offer of land to every refugee. According to the U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees, Uganda hosts the most

A group of women from a savings and loan group explain how their group and
cash box (center) help them to build better lives for their families.

A site visit to the Ugandan National Agricultural Research Institute allows
participants to learn about advanced crop breeding to boost yields and fight
pests, such as the fall armyworm.

refugees—more than one million—of any country in Africa.
In meetings with local officials and conversations with
Ugandan citizens, the interagency team repeatedly heard about
the kinship and family ties that unite Ugandans and South
Sudanese across a border that was drawn in colonial times.
The officials and locals talked of a desire to help their South
Sudanese brothers and sisters. Given the strong commitment,
the trip looked at how such interpersonal support, coupled
with policies that provide access to land and employment,
could be leveraged to improve programs for refugees.
The field mission observed several programs in Uganda
centered on the goal of empowering refugees by giving them
the tools needed to build a livelihood, such as raising poultry
or growing soybeans. Many of the programs are run by U.N.
agencies that receive funding from the U.S. government,
including through USAID and the Department’s Bureau of
Population, Refugees and Migration. | Cont. | 
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The U.S. government
also provides agricultural
support to some districts
hosting refugees in
northern Uganda as part
of Feed the Future. These
programs use innovative
approaches that blend
traditional humanitarian
assistance with investments
in people’s capacity to
Above and background: World Food Programme staff deliver
emergency food assistance to South Sudanese refugees in
build self-reliance and
immediate need.
resilience over time. The
programs supplement food
commodities or cash assistance that participants receive and give them a
sense of ownership and control.
After a week of visiting refugee families, observing assistance programs
and hearing from local officials, the field mission gathered for a final debrief
in Kampala, the bustling capital city of Uganda. As the team members
shared reflections on the week, it was clear that all had seen the power of
the programs and the opportunities to strengthen the refugee programs
in the future. In a region that suffers from persistent conflict and extreme
weather events, building people’s capacity to respond and adapt helps them
to survive. To increase the
impact, the responsibility must
be shared, leveraging American
taxpayer dollars alongside
investments from Japan, the
EU and other governments.
According to the U.N.’s
State of Food Security and
Nutrition report, the number
of people facing hunger in the
world has increased over the
Participants speak with mothers who have become
last three years, after 10 years
nutrition experts and who help women and children
of progress. | Cont. | 
improve their nutrition.
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Delegates learn about programs that help refugees grow crops to support
themselves and their families.

Conflict and extreme weather events—such as droughts
and floods, which have been exacerbated by climate
change—are the main drivers of this disturbing trend.
Thus, programming must continue to improve in order to
better address the underlying causes of food insecurity and
to build people’s resilience. In Secretary Michael Pompeo’s
global priorities for the U.N. General Assembly this year,
humanitarian assistance and food security ranked second
among the global priorities. Pompeo outlined two clear
goals under this priority: address the underlying conditions
that exacerbate food insecurity and conflict, and share the
financial burden with our partners. Investing in long-term
food security and resilience and collaborating with partners
are necessary to reverse the recent trend and reduce the
number of people facing hunger in the world. Investment
in food security helps not only to save lives and ensure
economic prosperity, but also to reduce conflict, uncontrolled
migration and instability. As a result, communities become
more prosperous and more peaceful, decreasing the threat to
U.S. national security.
Zachary Blackburn is a foreign affairs officer in the Bureau of
Economic and Business Affairs, Office of Agricultural Policy.
Field mission participants visit a female refugee cooperative that grows
soybeans for commercial sale.
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Kimberly Breier - Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs
Kimberly Breier of Virginia is the new Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs.
Breier has served as a member of the secretary’s policy planning staff since 2017. She previously served as
the director of the U.S.-Mexico Futures Initiative, deputy director of the Americas Program at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies, and as vice president of Peschard Sverdrup International. She has
also served on the National Security Council staff at the White House. Breier earned a B.A. in Spanish from
Middlebury College and an M.A. in Latin American studies from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign
Service. She speaks Spanish.
Dereck J. Hogan - U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova
Dereck J. Hogan (SFS) of Virginia is the new U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova. Hogan has
served as deputy executive secretary of the executive secretariat in the Office of the Secretary since
2017. He has served five tours specializing on Eastern Europe, including as chargé d’affaires and deputy
chief of mission in Azerbaijan. As a diplomat for more than 20 years, Hogan has served in multiple roles
throughout the Department. He earned a B.A. from the University of Pittsburgh and an M.P.A. from
Princeton University. He speaks Russian and Spanish.
Earl R. Miller - U.S. Ambassador to the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Earl R. Miller (SFS) of Michigan is the new U.S. Ambassador to the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.
Miller currently serves as the U.S. Ambassador to Botswana. Previously, he served as consul general in
Johannesburg and as a regional security officer in New Delhi, Baghdad and Jakarta. Miller has also served
in Malaysia, Botswana and El Salvador. He was an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve. Miller has a B.A. from the University of Michigan and graduated from the U.S. Marine Corps
Command and Staff College. He speaks French, Spanish and Indonesian.
Denise Natali - Assistant Secretary of State for Conflict and Stabilization Operations
Denise Natali of New Jersey is the new Assistant Secretary of State for Conflict and Stabilization
Operations. Natali currently serves as the director for strategic research at the Institute for National
Strategic Studies, National Defense University. Previously, Natali worked in Iraq, Turkey, Iran, Syria and
Pakistan. She also worked as a specialist for the American Red Cross Gulf Relief Crisis Project and as an
information officer for USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance in Iraq. She received a B.A. from
Franklin & Marshall College, an M.I.A. from Columbia University and a Ph.D. from the University of
Pennsylvania. She speaks French, Kurdish and Farsi.
| 1 of 2 |
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Kevin K. Sullivan - U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Nicaragua
Kevin K. Sullivan (SFS) of Ohio is the new U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Nicaragua. Sullivan has
served as the deputy permanent representative to the U.S. Mission to the Organization of American States
since 2016. A 30-year veteran of the Foreign Service, Sullivan is one of the Department’s top Latin America
experts. He has served as deputy chief of mission in Argentina and Malawi. Sullivan has also served
in Ethiopia, Chile, the Gambia and the Dominican Republic. Sullivan earned a B.A. from Georgetown
University and an M.A. from Princeton University. He speaks Spanish.
Karen L. Williams - U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Suriname
Karen L. Williams (SFS) of Missouri is the new Ambassador to the Republic of Suriname. Williams
currently serves as a senior advisor in the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs. She previously served as
deputy coordinator for Military Coordination and Operations Policy in the Bureau of Counterterrorism
and Countering Violent Extremism, the office director for the foreign policy advisor network in the Bureau
of Political-Military Affairs and the transition director at Embassy Kabul. She has served tours in Paraguay,
Kazakhstan and Bosnia-Herzegovina, as well as in Guyana as deputy chief of mission. Williams holds an
undergraduate degree from Drury University and a master’s degree from the National War College.
Donald Y. Yamamoto - U.S. Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Somalia
Donald Y. Yamamoto (SFS) of Washington is the new Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Somalia.
Yamamoto currently serves as the principal deputy assistant secretary in the Bureau of African Affairs
and is one of the Department’s foremost Africa specialists. During his 38 years in the Foreign Service,
Yamamoto has served multiple tours in Africa, including as U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia and to Djibouti.
He has served in many other leadership positions at the Department, as well as senior vice president at
the National Defense University. Yamamoto earned an A.B. and M.A from Columbia University and an M.S.
from the National War College. He speaks Japanese, Chinese and French.

| 2 of 2 |
12/2018 | State Magazine

In brief
Response Project aids communities in Mindanao

Ethics Answers

U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Sung Y. Kim visits Marawi to announce the Marawi
Response Project, a three-year, $25 million USAID program designed to improve economic
and social conditions of communities directly affected by the Marawi Siege. Through the
project, the U.S. government will expand livelihood activities and help restart local businesses
in and around Marawi. The project will offer micro grants to displaced communities to help
address short-term needs, support employment readiness among youth and help link youth to
Photo courtesy of Embassy Philippines
Mindanao’s thriving services sector and supply chains.
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In brief
MED honors employees

Ethics Answers

Seventeen individuals were recognized at a ceremony, Nov. 2, for their work during the
Department’s Work Life Wellness Month. The Bureau of Medical Service’s Health and
Wellness program is a small office with the global mission to promote preventive health for
every employee at every location. The program relies on volunteers to help organize and
			 Photo by Heidi Howland
teach classes and to foster a healthy work environment.
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In brief
Female soccer coaches break barriers

Ethics Answers

U.S. Soccer hosted a group of 12 female soccer coaches from Saudi Arabia at the National
Training Center in Kansas City, Mo. After a tour of the facility, U.S. Soccer facilitated
a workshop with a focus on curriculum development and breaking down barriers to
participation for youth in the community. 							 		 State Department photo
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In brief
Embassy Oslo unveils new permanent art collection

Ethics Answers

Norwegian visual artist Tonje Bøe Birkeland explains the fictional Arctic researcher
featured in her piece, Character #IV Anna Aurora Astrup, with Department of State art
curator Sarah Tanguy, at the September dedication ceremony of Embassy Oslo’s new Art
in Embassies permanent collection. Birkeland’s photograph is one of 22 pieces by artists of
American, Norwegian and indigenous origins on display at the new embassy. Ambassador
Kenneth Braithwaite hosted the ceremony where guests toured the collection, and artists gave
presentations on the meanings of their works. View more of the art collection on Flickr. 		
						 										
						 Photo courtesy of Embassy Oslo

TAP Image
to Read Story

Retirements

12/2018 | State Magazine

In brief
Department hosts panel for NDEA Month

In brief Video

Click to watch video

Ethics Answers

The Department celebrated National Disability Employment Awareness Month, Oct. 26,
with a speaker panel hosted by the Bureau of Human Resources’ Office of Accessibility &
Accommodations (HR/OAA). DGHR Deputy Assistant Secretary Steven Walker opened
the event. “Workplaces welcoming of the talents of all people, including individuals with
disabilities, are a critical part of our efforts to build an inclusive community,” said Walker.
																								 Video by Amanda Richard		
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In brief
Response
Project aids communities in Mindanao
Retirements

Civil Service

Allard, David B.
Barnes, Bernice L.
Baum, Ling-Ling C.
Bradish, Stephen R.
Byerley, Stuart J.
Cunningham, Phyllis M.
Diggs, Patricia L.
Gil, Iris N.
Grimes, Karen L.
Guyer, Cynthia L.
Ikels, Judy L.
Iris, Nancy R.
Jarvis, James S.
Jeter, James M.
Jones, Leona G.

Kile, Jeffrey K.
Lauderdale, Steve A.
McConnell, Shawn P.
Myers, Lester
Reynolds, Sandy
Rudolph, Theresa L.
Safi, Amor
Schoo, Sara E.
Schwab, Carol M.
Shkeyrov, Yuri
Shore, Rhonda H.
Sparhawk, Carol M.
Stevenson, Ana Maria
Stewart, Allen R.
Strudwick, James A.
Vaxmonsky, Albert L.
Zaffarano, Joan G.

Foreign Service

Carroll, Corinna
Carroll, Steven R.
Cruise, Cheryl C.
Elrod, Brent N.
Endermuhle, Marilou B.
Freitus, Christopher J.
Gavin, Shaun J.
Haberman, Karla J.
Huff, Michael P.
Joria, Joanne
Knight, Richard N.
MacPherson, Bonnie L.
Maloy, Kevin A.
Patrick, Roy D.
Richter, Vivian W.
Rizzotte, Jody M.
Savinon, Jose A.

Ethics Answers

U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Sung Y. Kim visits Marawi to announce the Marawi
Response Project, a three-year, $25 million USAID program designed to improve economic
and social conditions of communities directly affected by the Marawi Siege. Through the
project, the U.S. government will expand livelihood activities and help restart local businesses
in and around Marawi. The project will offer micro grants to displaced communities to help
address short-term needs, support employment readiness among youth and help link youth to
Photo courtesy of Embassy Philippines
Mindanao’s thriving services sector and supply chains.
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In brief
Response
Project aids communities in Mindanao
Ethics Answers
Question:
I am passionate about animal rights. Many of my coworkers share my love for animals. I recently learned about a wonderful nonprofit that rescues pets left homeless
by natural disasters. I would like to send an email to my office letting people know
that if they contribute to the charity, I will bake them a box of cookies. I am known
in the office for my great baking skills. Is this okay?
Answer:
Unfortunately, no. Fundraising for charities in the federal workplace may only occur as part of the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), and your activity is not part
of the CFC. In addition, asking your colleagues to donate to your favorite charity
could be a misuse of your official position, as you would be using your position for
the private benefit of the charity. Thus, you are not allowed to fundraise by encouraging your coworkers to donate to this charity. However, during CFC season, you
can contribute to a number of animal-related charities through the CFC program.
Ethics Answers presents hypothetical ethical scenarios Department employees might face. For help
with real ethics questions, email ethicsattorneymailbox@state.gov.

U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Sung Y. Kim visits Marawi to announce the Marawi
Response Project, a three-year, $25 million USAID program designed to improve economic
and social conditions of communities directly affected by the Marawi Siege. Through the
project, the U.S. government will expand livelihood activities and help restart local businesses
in and around Marawi. The project will offer micro grants to displaced communities to help
address short-term needs, support employment readiness among youth and help link youth to
Photo courtesy of Embassy Philippines
Mindanao’s thriving services sector and supply chains.
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In Memoriam

Dawson

Fessler

Grimland

Lambert

Landau

Malesky

Martens

Questions concerning employee deaths should be directed to the Office of Casualty Assistance at (202) 736-4302.
Inquiries concerning deaths of retired employees should be directed to the Office of Retirement at (202) 261-8960.
For specific questions on submitting an obituary, please contact Heidi Howland at howlandh@state.gov.

In Memoriam

William Castleman Dawson Jr.
William Castleman Dawson Jr., 64, died July 20, in Lexington, Va. Dawson
graduated from Hanover College and received a graduate degree in international
relations from American University. He served in the Peace Corps before joining the
Foreign Service. In the Peace Corps, Dawson served in the Philippines. As a Foreign
Service officer, he served in Malaysia, India, Indonesia, Nepal and Sri Lanka. After
retiring from the Foreign Service in 2000, Dawson pursued his interest in American
history through involvement with the Lee Chapel, Jackson House and Rockbridge
Civil War Round Table. Dawson is survived by his wife of 36 years, Latha Dawson;
his daughters, Linda and Grace; and his sister, Margaret O’Kain.
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In Memoriam

Margaret Lovelace Fessler
Margaret Lovelace Fessler, 98, died Sept. 25, in Durham, N.C. Fessler began her
secretarial career working for the federal government in Washington, D.C. In 1975,
she joined the Foreign Service and served at posts in Geneva, Damascus, London and
Beijing. After retiring, Fessler volunteered for Meals on Wheels, Animal Protection
Society of Durham, and Durham Democratic Women. Fessler was predeceased by her
husband, Max Fessler. She is survived by her daughter Sally.
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In Memoriam

Dave Grimland
Dave Grimland, 73, died Oct. 18. Grimland received a B.A. and an M.A. from the
University of Texas before entering the Foreign Service. He served as a public information officer in Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Bangladesh and India. After retirement,
Grimland wrote and traveled across the country giving talks on Islam. Grimland is
survived by his wife, Kathleen Ralph; his son, Michael Grimland; his daughter, Debra
Grimland Leerssen; and his two grandchildren.

Return

In Memoriam

Larry R. Lambert
Larry R. Lambert, 79, died Sept. 17. Lambert spent eight years in the U.S. Air
Force before entering the Foreign Service. As a Foreign Service officer, Lambert
served in Russia, Japan, Brazil, Luxembourg, Zambia, Liberia, Germany, Ghana
and Mauritania. He is survived by his wife, Anita Lambert, and his daughter, Shyrl
Bowden.

Return

In Memoriam

George W. Landau
George W. Landau, 98, died Oct. 9, in Bethesda, Md. Landau was born in Austria
and graduated from high school in 1938, shortly after the annexation of Austria by
Nazi Germany. He left Austria for Colombia and then the U.S., where he was drafted
into the U.S. Army in 1942. A year later, Landau became both a U.S. citizen and a
military intelligence officer. After the war, Landau remained in the Army Reserve,
retiring with the rank of Colonel in 1975. Landau joined the Foreign Service in 1957,
and his career included serving as Ambassador to Venezuela, Chile and Paraguay.
His other posts included Montevideo, Madrid and Ontario. After retiring, Landau
served as president of the Americas Society and Council of the Americas. Landau was
predeceased by his wife of 62 years, Maria A. Landau. He is survived by his two sons,
Robert and Christopher, and four grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

Lann Alvin Malesky Sr.
Lann Alvin Malesky Sr., 78, died April 22, in Norton, Va. As a Foreign Service
officer, Malesky worked in Algeria, Switzerland, Mali, Turkey, Bahrain, Belarus, Brazil
and Washington, D.C. After retiring in 1994, Malesky was active in his church,
participated in mission work, worked as a consultant and taught as a substitute
teacher. Malesky was also executive director of the Food Bank of Wise County, Inc.
He loved travel, collected stamps and was an avid photographer. Malesky is survived
by his wife, Sarah Davis; his two sons, Lann Alvin Malesky Jr. and Lowell Alan
Malesky; and three grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

Robert J. Martens
Robert J. Martens, 92, died Sept. 18 in Silver Spring, Md. Martens enlisted in the
U.S. Army during World War II and marched with the Allied liberating forces. He
later attended the National War College, the University of Southern California law
school and the Russian Institute at Columbia University. Martens joined the Foreign
Service in 1951 and served in Italy, Austria, the Soviet Union, Indonesia and Burma,
as well as in Romania and Sweden where he served as chargé d’affaires. Martens is
survived by his three children, Anne, John and Tom, and his sister, Beverly.
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The eastern end of Kigali, Rwanda, glows
under the brilliant light of a full moon.		
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